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Although the formal evaluation of the drawdown of 
Pool 8, near La Crosse WI, is not yet complete, it 
has been judged successful.  Therefore the Water 
Level Management Task Force (WLMTF) has been 
looking at where and to what extent, other water 
level reductions can be done.  
  
At the Mid-December WLMTF meeting it was de-
cided to further investigate "minor drawdowns" for 
Pools 6 and 9, meaning a water level reduction at 
the dam of 1-foot or less.  Originally ten pools were 
screened for their potential for a minor drawdown.  
Pools 6 and 9 ranked the highest because they will 
require little to no dredging to maintain commercial 
navigation and there will be a benefit to the habitat 
in the lower portion of both of those pools. (See de-
tails on page 2.)  
 
The next phase will include examination of other 
recreational and commercial navigation impacts 
that may result from a 1-foot drawdown. Equally 
important, public meetings have been scheduled to 
provide an opportunity for the public to provide 
comments on these two projects. (More meeting 
information on this page.)  If you cannot attend the 
meeting, please contact one of the people on the 
back of this newsletter with any comments or con-
cerns.   
 
If the results from this phase are within the accept-
able limits and other necessary preparations are 
completed by late spring, one or both of these pools 
may be drawn down this summer. 
 
The task force also decided that Pool 5 will be fur-
ther evaluated as the preferred site for the next ma-
jor drawdown, with a 1 to 4-foot drawdown being 
considered.  The investigation will build on an as-
sortment of data that has already been collected for 
that pool.  (See details on Page 2.)  In addition, the 
task force decided that Pools 5a, 6, and 9 would be 

evaluated to determine the implications of conduct-
ing a major drawdown on those pools.  This will 
provide alternatives if implementation of the draw-
down in Pool 5 has to be delayed for an extended 
period of time.   
 
 
 

 Pool 9 Minor Drawdown  
Public Meeting  
February 6, 2003 
Lansing Community Center 
Lansing, IA 

⇒ 6-7 p.m.   
Open House             
 
⇒ 7-9 p.m.          
Formal           
Presentation   
and Discussion  

Pool 6 Minor Drawdown 
Public Meeting 
February 12, 2003  
Winona State University 
Kryzsko Commons, East Hall 

⇒ 6-7 p.m.          
Open House 
 
⇒ 7-9 p.m.           
Formal            
Presentation     
and Discussion   
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The type of drawdown being considered for Pools 6 
and 9 is referred to as a “minor drawdown” whereby 
the water level at the dam will be reduced 1 foot or 
less. The effects of this limited water level reduction 
would only be evident just above the dam. This is be-
cause the effects of a drawdown gradually decrease 
upstream from the dam due to the slope of the pool.  
Consequently, the reduction at the upper end of these 
pools will be a few tenths of a foot or none at all.   
 
During the initial investigation the task force deter-
mined that additional dredging to maintain depths in 
the navigation channel for commercial transportation 
would be minimal, if necessary at all.  The next 
phase of the investigation will be to determine if 
other recreational or commercial facilities will be im-
pacted by a minor drawdown. Public meetings, to 
discuss the possibility of a minor drawdown of these 
pools is also an important component of this phase. 
If the results are favorable these drawdowns could be 
implemented as soon as the summer of 2003. 

Since the drawdowns would be limited in scale, the 
areas of riverbed exposed for colonization by emer-
gent aquatic vegetation would also be limited.  
Therefore the primary purpose of implementing 
these drawdowns in Pools 6 and 9 is to assess what 
habitat bene-
fits can be 
achieved 
with these 
small scale 
efforts, with 
little or no 
cost, and 
minimal ef-
fects on other 
river uses.    
 
 
 
 
 

A major drawdown is being considered for Pool 5, 
similar to the drawdown conducted in Pool 8 during 
the summers of 2001 and 2002.  During the evalua-
tion phase for the Pool 8 drawdown, a 1 to 3-foot re-
duction at the dam was considered. The 1.5-foot op-
tion was selected as the best alternative and was sub-
sequently implemented during the summers of 2001 
and 2002.   
 
For Pool 5, a drawdown ranging from 1 to 4-feet at 
Lock and Dam 5 is being evaluated.  Since draw-
down effects gradually decrease moving upstream, 
the drawdown at the upper end of Pool 5 (near Alma, 
WI) would range from 0.6 to 1.8 feet.  Drawdowns 
of this magnitude will have the following effects: 
 
• Require additional dredging to maintain the navi-

gation channel. 
• Expose substantial portions of river bottom for 

emergent aquatic plant colonization (1,000 to 

4,000 acres). 
• Impact other river use to some degree such as 

recreational boating.   
 
All of these and a number of other factors will be 
considered in making a decision concerning a draw-
down in Pool 5. The first series of public meetings 
addressing a Pool 5 drawdown can be expected in 
April or May 2003.   The task force will soon update 
the website (www.mvp.usace.army.mil keyword – 
drawdown) so you can access current information 
about Pool 5.  If you would like to be involved in the 
Pool 5 drawdown study please contact Tim Schla-
genhaft using the information on the back of this 
newsletter.  
 
The earliest a Pool 5 drawdown could be imple-
mented is the summer of 2004, but it is more likely 
to occur in 2005 when it is a potential budget item 
for the Corps of Engineers.   

Next Steps for a Major Drawdown 

Minor Drawdowns for Pools 6 and 9 – A Possibility for this Summer 
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Contact the following people if you have questions or comments: 

 
Gretchen Benjamin                               Dick Otto 
WI Dept. of Natural Resources                    US Army Corps of Engineers 
3550 Mormon Coulee Road                        1114 South Oak  Street  
La Crosse, WI 54601                                  La Crescent, MN  55947 
(608) 785-9982                                          (507)895-6341 
WI DNR Contact                                    Local Army Corps of Engineers Contact 
 
Tim Schlagenhaft                                  Don Hultman  
MN Dept. of Natural Resources                  US Fish and Wildlife Service 
1801 South Oak Street                              51 E. 4th Street  
Lake City, MN  55041                                Winona, MN 55987 
(651) 345-3365                                          (507)454-4232 
MN DNR Contact                                    Upper Mississippi River  
                                                             Refuge Complex  Manager 


